REINING RIDERS
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Sharee Schwartzenberger and her horse performing a sliding stop.

By Kathleen Donnelly
The Surveyor

Several riders represented Berthoud and Longmont at the 2012 RAM
Invitational Freestyle Reining. Mark Guynn entertained the crowd with his
performance to “Red Solo Cup.” Guynn invited some friends to join him in
the arena and provided everyone with a red solo cup while he performed.
His horse even had a red solo cup attached to his bridle and a picture of a
red cup painted on his hindquarters. Steve and Sharee Schwartzenberger
made the evening a family affair. The Schwartzenberger family operates a
training facility in Longmont and has many clients from the Berthoud area.
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The competition brings some of the top reining riders to Colorado including
riders who have represented the United States in International competi
tion.
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Made In America

By Kathleen Donnelly
The Surveyor

Proudly wearing red, white and
blue, Berthoud reining trainer Gabe
Garrison and the Morgan stallion Disco
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changes to wow the crowd at the 2012
RAM Freestyle reining. Garrison is no
stranger to the National Western rein
ing competition and enjoyed success
at this year’s stock show. He rode his
freestyle to Toby Keith’s song “Made in
America.”

“When | heard Toby Keith sing that
song | knew it was the one | wanted to

perform to for stock show,” said Garri -

VRQ
cial breed registry in the United States,
and George Washington rode Morgans.
Actually Abraham Lincoln did too. |
decided | wasn't tall enough to be Abe
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Garrison enjoys the freestyle event
and will often change the music and
attire to match the competition.

“l rode Disco Kid at the Morgan
World Show and won the reining cham
pionship. For that performance | rode
to Frank Sinatra and the crowd loved
the music. It's fun coming up with a
theme, whether it's something from the
news or sports, it's kind of like being
a rock star,” said

Garrison. “Rein -
ing is an exciting
maneuver-driven
sport, and to see
that crowd go nuts

is exciting.”

the typical breeds
for reining are
quarter horses or
paints, however
Garrison loves to
train a variety of

cessful with many
breeds, as evident
by his ride on
Disco Kid.

performance.
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Gabe and Disco Kid take a bow at the end of their

“I've started
horses for just
about every

breeds and is suc-

and enjoy the sport

Most of the time

discipline from western to dressage to
jumping,” said Garrison. “My Dad had
cutting horses and my uncle did roping,
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plines, but | fell in love with reining. |
really enjoy the different breeds and,
while | do show the quarter horses and
paints, | have competed in reining on
Morgans, Arabs, half-Arabs, and even a
Tennessee Walker. The Morgans such
as Disco Kid are good-minded horses
and never get tired. Most Morgans

have bigger shoulders compared to the
guarter horses and are not quick-footed
enough to hang in there with the quar -
ter horses, but Disco Kid is the excep -
tion to the rule.”

Garrison spent 11 days at stock
show with training horses and clients.
Overall the 2012 National Western was
very successful.

“I was excited that one of my ama-

WHXU FOLHQWYVY $OH[ +HQVHQ
for the AQHA World Championships

with her mare Berry Berry Smooth.
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a show this size and caliber. To qualify
for the World Show, you need to earn
12 points and Alex earned 15.5 points,
said Garrison.

Garrison had other clients who
placed well qualifying for the AQHA
World Show. He will have a few weeks
at home to spend with his family and
then will get ready for the nextrein -
ing event. His oldest son, at age six, is
already showing interest in showing
horses. His youngest son, at age three,
is not sure he wants to show horses,
but does enjoy driving the tractor and
dragging the arena.

This all-American family has shown
what “Made in America” means.
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Adventures Within, providing
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By Heidi Kerr-Schlaefer
The Surveyor

Being diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis (MS) comes with more questions
than answers. The disease manifests in
so many different ways that, when di-
DIJQRVHG
happen to that particular individual.

Bob Kennard, of Berthoud, was of-
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Kennard accepted his diagnosis and
began treatment, it was a lonely path.
The disease still holds many mysteries
to those who live with it, so without a
doubt it's even more of an enigma to the
outside world, and people do not always
know how to react when they learn a
friend of family member has been diag-
nosed with MS.

While MS can put one person in a
wheelchair within months of a diag-
nosis, others with the MS may seem
outwardly to be healthy, but the disease
is wreaking havoc on their cognitive
abilities, or affecting them in other non-
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visual ways.
Kennard has been attending Ad-
ventures Within for a number of years
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program, he hesitated.
“I didn’t know anyone, didn’t know

Rz kt%\ﬁltZP § -HQQDUG $IWHU WZR

years o@readlng a and Wonderlng,
Kennard pulled the trigger and attended
ventwes \QIQ@ t the Breckenridge
utdoor Education Center (BOEC).
Founded over 20 years ago by
Charlotte Pritchard-Robinson, Adven-
WXUHV :LWKLQ ,QF &:,
organization with a mission of providing
physically challenging yet safe outdoor
experiences in a supportive environment
to individuals with MS.
In 2010, the BOEC added AWI to
its programs and, in partnership with
the Rocky Mountain Multiple Sclerosis
Center, has continued Pritchard-Rob-
inson’s original mission of developing
inner strength and courage in those who
participate in the program.
Pritchard-Robinson was diagnosed
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Photo courtesy of BOEC
The individual skiing is using adaptive
ski equipment.
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years-old. She believes that the outdoors

and adventurous activities not only en-

hances the lives of people with MS, but

also improves their ability to manage

their disease.

Today, Kennard has attended six

AWI programs at BOEC, both the
summer and winter camps and, like
Pritchard-Robinson, he is a believer.
The camp allows individuals with MS to
do activities they thought were not lon-
ger available to them. Sports like skiing
or hiking or white-river rafting.

Because some camp goers are in
wheelchairs, while others may have
severe issues with balance, AWI adapts
each sport to each individual.

“That's the key word,” explained -
Kennard, “Adaptive skiing, adaptive
snowboarding. They adapt each of these
activities to each of us who attend.”

Kennard related the experience of
watching a person being taken out of a
wheelchair and secured to adaptive ski-
ing equipment — then seeing that same
person swishing down the slope with the
aid of AWI instructors.

“It really is amazing,” said Kennard.

He also vividly remembers watching
a wheelchair-bound individual scoot
through an entire ropes course dur-
ing an AWI summer camp. A powerful
example of what determination can
accomplish.

There’s a real sense of camaraderie
at this camp,” said Kennard, who used
to ski before his diagnosis of MS. At
AWI he found adaptive skiing to be too
painful, but then they introduced him to
adaptive snowboarding.

“Snowboarding is like freedom. It
was brutally hard to learn, especially
with the balance issues that | live with,
but once | got it — wow! It’s just so
relaxing,” said Kennard. People come
from across the country to attend AWI,
and Kennard has made lifelong friends
through the program.

According to the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society Colorado/Wyoming
Chapter, one out of 330 people in Lar-
imer County have been diagnosed with
MS. Statewide the number is one in 500.
Approximately 11,000 Coloradoans live
with MS.

After experiencing AWI, Kennard
wants others who live with MS to have
an opportunity to know about the pro-
gram and to attend.
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there that we never thought we’d be
able to do with MS,” he said.
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3-7, 2012, and includes three days of ski-
ing with the BOEC'’s adaptive ski pro-
gram in Breckenridge. All lodging, food,
equipment, instruction and life tickets
are included in the course. The program
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scholarships are available. The summer
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